Book Reviews 


A Guide lo Common Marine Fishes of Singapore Um. K. K. 
P. & J K Y. Low. 1998. 163 pp. ISBN 981-00-9904-5. 
Singapore science Centre. 15 Science Centre Road. Singapore 
609081. 

The present book, ihe 31st in a series of guide books on 
Singapore's natural history, is a welcomed, if not long awaited 
addition! Of the over 800 species of marine and estuarine 
(including mangrove) fishes known from Singapore, about 200 
are treated in this compact little book, and most are illustrated 
by photographs of live or freshly dead specimens. The book is 
arranged very nicely, with well written introductory chapters and 
special sections like "Some Fishy Trivia", “Dangerous Fishes’* 
and "Fishes and Man". The section showing the outlines of all 
the families known from Singapore waters is useful. The text for each species treated is 
short but quite sufficient. The book will Ik- useful for the professional ichthyologist as well 
since all the photographs provided clearly indicate where the specimens came from, and in 
most cases, the actual specimens are preserved in the Zoological Reference Collection of the 
National University of Singapore. If I have one criticism, it would be that for some species 
(c.g. for the hoxfish lihyiuhosr ration mis us), the photographs provided of preserved 
specimens do not reflect the live colouration of the actual species! But as no comment was 
made, the reader might get the wrong idea of the particular species' actual colour. All in all. 
however, the bonk will be a very useful reference not only for laymen but ichthyologists as 
wells! 
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\ Photographic Guide to Snakes and other Reptiles of Peninsular 
Malaysia. Singuporc und Thailand. M. J. Cox. P. P. van Dijk, J. 
Nabhitabhata A: K. Thirakhupt. 1998. New Holland Publishers (UK) 
Ltd. 144 pp. ISBN I 85.368 438 4 

Reptiles form the latest offering in this excellent series of photographic 
guides which have featured considerably more popular animal groups 
like birds, bulterllies and mammals. 290 colour photographs of some 
222 species and subspecies of snakes, li/ards and turtles found in 
Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore grace the pages. These 
photographs, largely of excellent quality, are all of live, or otherwise 
frcshly-dead subjects. Colour pictures can he the best and quickest 
tools lor accurate identification provided the author/s link the subjects 
to correct names. Thankfully this book does not seem to suffer from 
misidcnlificution problems. 
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